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2022 Seasonal and Standard Information 

The Committee members are Flagging 

Metaphorically, calling for relief and literally in decreasing willingness to carry on – and on - and on. There 
is a balance between the good, life enhancing reward of volunteering, frequently referred to in ‘quality of 
life’ articles and the sense of ‘is it only me that cares about the club?’  

However, although committee duties are not onerous one can still wish to have a break! Nearly all 
members are retired and yes, there are other calls on your time but, it is YOUR club. Job share?  

There are many members outside of the committee regularly attending roll ups and booking courts, it 
would be appreciated if some of you could step forward to manage roll-ups and assist generally. 

Since the initial draft of this annual update Duncan Hasell has volunteered to shadow Paul Bradley and 
will take over as treasurer at the October AGM. Great news – thank you – but we still need: 

a Membership Secretary to replace Philip Harris and  

a Social Secretary to replace Julia Sorrel and 

a Short Croquet League Captain So please step forward. 

South West Federation [SWF] League Matches 

Match fees, used to assist with travel and tea/lunch costs, will revert to £5 in 2022 for both home and 
away. The position on catering in the Clubhouse remains unclear at this point. 

SCC enters as many teams as there are members keen to compete in the leagues. Given the limited 
response to the call for members to make-up teams for 2022, we will enter neither the AC ‘B’ nor the GC 
High Handicap leagues. League Team Captains are: AC: Parkstone – Richard Wood and Jane Babbage, 
Federation – Julie Sorrell, Intermediate – Ed Dolphin, GC: Level – Philip Harris, Handicap - Steve 
Pearson. Short Croquet – Volunteer needed You? 

MIND Charity One Ball Support Day 

The Sidmouth Heat of this country-wide charity competition will be played on Wednesday 20 April 2022. The 
winner is eligible to play in the final at Surbiton on Sunday 8 May 2022. 

Open to all - please wear whites but with a touch of blue, the charity’s colour. No entry fee but a minimum 
£5 Donation in cash please. Julie Sorrell will collect on the day. Bring a packed lunch. Hot and cold 
drinks and biscuits will be available all day. 

One-ball: a cross between AC&GC, players play with one ball. It is a handicap competition, so bisques 
are played. It is a fun event so come and support a good cause or just make a donation. 

Introduction to Association Croquet for Golf Croquet players 

Many of you will have said on joining the Club, ‘well I’ll learn to play golf croquet first’.  Time passes and now 
- you can play golf croquet.  You run hoops and make clearances [i.e. roquets] so that’s two thirds of 
Association Croquet mastered.  So why not try the last third of AC?  You will not be pressured to play AC but 
you might like to be ‘ambidextrous’! A weekend course 21/22 May, on half lawns, is open to ALL members.  
A sign-up list will be displayed in Hut 3/Mallet Room in due course - do give it a try. 

Standard Information 

Mallets 

If you are in your second year of membership then we expect you to be investing in your own mallet. It is 
essential to improving your playing ability and ensures we can supply club mallets to the new members. 

There are many varieties of mallet in weight, end faces, shafts [round, parallel ovoid, foam sheathed, 
plain wood, adjustable, non-adjustable] inexpensive up to about £500.  Most members are quite happy 
to let you try their mallet, so do ask, roll-ups are a good opportunity. A folder in Hut 3 gives detailed info 
which is worth a scan and don’t forget EBay. 

A small number of refurbished second-hand mallets may be available; please see Andrew Thomas and 
likewise if donating a mallet to the club. Members wishing to sell a mallet may place a notice in the mallet 
room and Hut 3 and have it advertised on the club website [via the contact page to forward detail] 

NB: Club insurance does not cover any personal property left in/on the club’s premises. All items are left 
at the owner’s risk. 
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Handicap Cards 

Please have any handicap change signed-off by a member of the handicap committee. We always pick-up 
errors in the annual check. See page 4 for a ‘Rough Guide to Handicap Changes’. 

Booking A Lawn 

During the main season, members may book 2 sessions ahead for friendly matches. [1 Session on the 
booking sheets = a 1.5 hour period] 

When Club Competitions are announced members may book up to 3 competition sessions in addition to 
the 2 friendly sessions. Please ensure you use the Tournament Code colour, pink/red, 

After your name add GC or AC Dbls / Singles. This ensures double-banker will not inadvertently try and mix 
different codes of play. 

NB: Lawn 1 Primary - Lawn 1 Secondary is to facilitate double-banked play AC with AC or GC with GC only 

No double-banking with a Competition / Tournament booked session 

Do Not Book both A & B just because you are playing doubles 

Ensure all players’ name are entered in the ‘full description’ box. 

Note: 

Where SWF league matches are booked until 4pm, you may book to play from 4pm on the 
understanding that you may be delayed if the match over-runs. 

Lawns will be booked for golf team practice but lawn 1 will always available for individual booking. 

Lawns cannot be used for the duration of CA tournaments 

Lawns are available for play/practice from 10am until sunset unless required by the groundsman. 

NB: Always check the booking on line before coming to the Club particularly after heavy rain 

Lawn Care 

To lay a croquet lawn costs about £20,000 – so please look after them. 

Jump Shots / Divots: At time of writing, Dec 21, there are far too many damaged hoop approaches left 
unrepaired and far too many other divots and bevel marks in random parts of the lawns. Find out how to 
repair such indentations and don’t expect somebody else to do it. 

Do Not use your mallet as a ‘walking stick’ – when the mallet descends it will create a bevel dent in the 
lawn – this is particularly so after heavy rain, when the ground is soft, and all through the winter. 

Do Not – play jumps shots if you cannot guarantee to play the shot without driving the mallet into the 
ground. 

Do Not play jump shots at all in the winter season.  

Do swish / brush the lawn if you are first to play on it and it is clear from the worm casts that the groundsmen 
have been unable to do it.[ We now have a wide, lightweight brush in the storeroom] 

Coaching 

Club policy on coaching is: 

a. members wishing to improve their game should attend a professional course to benefit from a well-
structured course content and the accompanying course notes. [e.g.at the SW Croquet Academy at 
Budleigh] 

b. Club coaches may be approached for one-to-one coaching and AC/GC coaching periods will be 
programmed in the booking system. 

Improving Play 

The committee GC reps recommend a visit to Taunton Deane’s website: TDCC Home (tauntoncroquet.org) 
select coaching and visit the GC pages. Also, GC Books: by Stephen Custance-Baker ‘Every Shot is 
Tactical’ @ £8.50 + p&p and ‘Golf Croquet Mistakes’ @ £10.80 incl p&p Contact: 
StephenCB@MyCroquet.me 

For AC: ‘Getting Maximum Bang For Your Bisques’ by Roger Mills from the CA shop at £16.50 
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Hut 3 

Members are asked to leave the hut clean and tidy with any used crockery or cutlery washed, dried and 
returned to cupboard / drawer. Refreshments are available - squash, coffee / tea and a biscuit – for which we 
request a minimum of 50p for the latter to be placed in the honesty tin. 

Participation Cards / Tax Requirement 

Retention of the financial benefits accruing from CASC status requires us to be able to prove to HMRC that 
at least 50% of ALL members, not just croquet, actually ‘participate’ in their sport on a minimum number of 
days each year. Please record your required 12 days a year on the simple card system that we use. New 
cards will be available in Hut 3 at season start. 

CA Membership 

A club member may enter any CA Fixtures Book tournament. Regular tournament players take Premium 
Membership to pay a lower entry fee. Non-premium entry fees are about £5 a day higher. 

Data Protection 

An updated telephone list will be circulated in early May and periodically. A members’ telephone list will be 
displayed in the mallet room & Hut 3. If you do not want your details displayed, please notify Philip Harris 
via the membership renewal form. 

Visitors 

Members may book matches at which they will host visitors. Just complete their names as you would for 
ordinary matches in the booking system. 

NB: visitors are restricted to playing on 4 occasions in the season. The fee is £5 per lawn per person per 3-
hour session [10am to 1pm – 1pm to 4pm, 4pm to 7pm], or any part of that session. 

Envelopes for cash payment are held in Hut 3 / Mallet Room - pass payments to a committee member 

Payment may be made direct to our bank account: 

Sort Code 40 24 48 Account No. 41467921 Reference: Visitor / Host name. 

First Aid Kit / Defibrillator 

There is a small first aid kit in Hut 3 and a more comprehensive kit is located in the main pavilion [in the 
cupboard on the wall facing the cricket field and adjacent Lawn 1] 

A defibrillator is mounted outside the pavilion in a yellow box for use by club members and the public.  
Several members are trained in its use. To access: call 999, identify your location, and the code to open 
the box will be given. 

Do not be afraid to use this – the machine will talk you through how to use it. [Unfortunately, I know as I 
have had to use one – it is not difficult and the 999 call taker will also stay on-line giving advice until the 
ambulance / first responder arrives.] 

Publicity 

League captains and managers of both Open and Internal Tournaments are asked to provide a report to Ed 
Dolphin for publication in the local paper. Use:  Ed Dolphin-Croquet eddolphinscc@yahoo.com  

Croquet Website 

The club website is regularly updated and is located at:www.sidmouthcroquet.org.uk  

Please send any items for the website to Chris Donovan at: chris@novonod.plus.com or via the website 
‘contact’ 
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A Rough Guide to Handicap Changes 

[Copied from SWF Cygnet - Editor Stephen Custance-Baker] 

Pay no attention to the actual handicaps – it is the procedure and when to change that is important 

Players do get confused by when handicap changes occur and this is the reason we ask members to check 
any change with a Handicap Committee Member [ or a player you know plays regularly in external 
tournament] 

This is not a full description of the handicapping system, but it is intended to answer some of the questions 
I have received in the last few months. It applies equally to AC, GC or Short Croquet handicaps. 

The handicap system is designed to equalise play between players of different levels so that each player 
has an equal chance of winning. In AC and GC handicap games, the index changes by +/-10 and in Short 
Croquet by +/-1. This is different in AC and GC level play and the CA has produced tables to show the 
points exchanged in Level Play games. 

When a handicap changes, either because of the Automatic Handicap System (AHS) or because a 
handicapper has changed it, it will not change again unless the player has a series of wins or losses. 

For example, a player with an AC handicap of 3 loses a game and their index drops to 1650. This is the 
trigger point for 3½, and their handicap therefore changes to 3½. The next day they win a game, and their 
index increases to 1660 but their handicap remains at 3½. It will not change again until their index rises to 
1700 (the trigger point for 3) or drops to 1600 (the trigger point for 4). 

Remember that the trigger point for your current handicap is irrelevant. You can cross it in both directions 
for years without any effect on your handicap. The trigger points that matter are the ones for the next 
handicaps up and down. 

The AHS causes a handicap to change when it reaches a trigger point, 

not when it passes it. 

For example, a GC player with a handicap of 4 has an index of 1501 and loses a Level Play game against 
a minus 2-handicapper. This costs them 1 point; their index becomes 1500 and their handicap becomes 5. 
Another GC 4-handicapper with an index of 1699 wins a Level Play game against a 14-handicapper and 
gains 1 point. Their index is now 1700 and their handicap becomes 3. 

Generally, the handicap changes at the end of the day for club play and inter-club matches, and at the end 
of the tournament for multi-day tournaments. (There are a few very long tournaments in which different 
rules apply.) 

If a player has such a good tournament that their index passes not only one but two trigger points then, 
under the AHS, they can skip past a specific handicap. 

For example, an AC player with a handicap of 8 and an index of 1345, plays 5 games in a 2-day Advanced 
tournament, beating a 3, a 4 and two 6’s, then losing to a 1. Their index changes by 17+16+12+12-1 and 
therefore increases to 1401. Their handicap will then change to 6, by-passing 7. 

The same could be true in a handicap tournament if a player who was near a trigger point won 6 games 
without a loss. 

Club Handicappers, Federation Handicappers and CA Handicappers can make changes to a player’s 
handicap if it becomes clear that their game is: 

Ø improving too rapidly for the AHS to cope. 

Ø deteriorating too rapidly for the AHS to cope. 

Ø significantly affected by a medical condition when they return to play after a lay-off. 

The amount of the change that can be made is subject to limits set by the CA. It is best if any such change 
is discussed with the player and agreed before the change is made. 

 


