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Gwynneth’s scrapbook digitalised in July 2023 by Chris Donovan [Chairman 2019 – 2022) 

Content re-ordered to date order. Some items re-shaped to better fit pages but only 1 photo added 
otherwise all Gwynneth’s work. 

Compiled from 1992 – 2000 
By 

Gwynneth Dart 
Secretary 1990 -1993 

And 
1995- 1996 



Croquet’ first mentioned in the Club minutes of 1900. For more detail see ‘History of Croquet in Sidmouth’ 
compiled from Club records. GD 
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SIDMOUTH CROQUET CLUB 

1929 - 1940) 
1950 - 1956) 

1956 -1966 With a drop in membership, only one lawn in use. 

1960 -1966 Junior tennis club formed. Six grass courts used for annual tournaments. Small pavilion was built 
and given to the junior club. 

1966 Junior club disbanded. 

October 1966 A croquet meeting was organised `by Mrs Michelmore wife of the Club President.to encourage 
several members of the club to join the croquet section. 

October 1966 A croquet meeting was organised `by Mrs Michelmore wife of the Club President.to encourage 
several members of the club to join the croquet section. 

February 1967 First meeting attended by Mrs Michelmore Chairman, Maurice Glover, Secretary Pat Tunmer, Elsie 
Corbett, Iris Dwerryhouse, Rev. Hobson, Horace Hodgson, and Mr Russell the club secretary and 
Mr Shelton. 

As this was the centenary year of the C.A. it was decided to enter an All England Handicap event. 
Mr Shelton won and also won the Area final at Budleigh Salterton and played in the semi-final at 
Hurlingham. This created interest and at the end of the season there were 28 members. 

The main committee agreed that the croquet section could take over the small pavilion, and one 
tennis court was used as a second lawn. 

1968 Maurice Clover was elected Chairman, and Pat Tunmer Sec. Pat worked hard to build up the club 
facilities. 

1971 Iris Dwerryhouse receiving a cup for services to the club, from the Club President, Arthur Skinner. 
Picture includes Maurice Glover (Chairman of the Sidmouth Club, Pat Tunmer (sec.) 

Open tournaments held. 
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1972 Croquet Association President Maurice Reckitt visited the club and was most impressed with its ‘Re-birth’. 

1972 Photograph 

Seated front row: - Horace Hodgson, Len Fletcher, Maurice Reckitt President of the C.A. and Maurice Glover 
Sidmouth Chairman. 

Other members include: - David & Sue Rawkins, John & Maryon Holt, Marion Ovens', ‘Tommy’ Hodgson, John 
Hagger, Mrs Vincent, Molly, Cathy Catling & Mo Becket 

1973 50 members, 2½ lawns and the first Apps-Heley award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An early training session. Included in the picture are:- Sue & David Rawkins, in the foreground Marion & Maryan left. 
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Results May 1978 

AMERICAN HANDICAP SINGI.ES 

BLOCK A R.S. Stevens (2) bt H. O. Hicks (½) =17, Mrs G. T. Wheeler (½) +14, 
H>G>Bolton (1½) +9, Mrs E. M. Lightfoot (2) +13, R. A. Simpson (2½) +23 and lost to B. G. 
Perry -7, 5 wins. 4 wins Bolton, Perry. 

3 wins: Mrs Wheeler, Hicks. 1 win: Simpson, Mrs Lightfoot. 

BLOCK B. C.M. von Schmieder (4) bt Dr W. R. Bucknall (½2) +14, Mrs R. A. Simpson (3) 
+23, C. Edwards (3½) +24, Col G. T. Wheeler (4½) +2, and lost to Mrs C. Bagnall (5) -2 
(T), Mrs N. A. C. McMillan (3) -3. 4 wins  (+58 pts). 4 wins: Mrs Bagnall (+ 13 pts). 3 wins: 
Wheeler, Edwards, Mrs McMillan. 2 wins: Bucknall, Mrs Simpson. 

BLOCK C Mrs P A Tunmer (5) bt P. K. Devitt (5) +4, J. G. Warwick (5) +3, Mrs B. G. Neal 
(5) +6, K. S. Schofield (5) +22, Dr. H. A. Pym (5½) +10, and lost to H. E. Ovens(5½) -5. 5 
wins. 4 wins: Ovens, Schofield. 3 wins: Devitt. 2 wins: Warwick, Mrs Neal. 1 win: Pym. 

BLOCK D. Mrs P. A. Dwerryhouse (14) bt Mrs. R. S. Stevens (10) +7 (T), Mrs. L. S. 
Davies (11) +8, Mrs. E. Pursey (11) +9, V. Robinson (14) +17, Mrs. L. Wharrad (15) +20. 5 
wins. 4 wins Mrs. Stevens. 3 wins Mrs. Pursey. 2 wins Mrs. Davies. 1 win Mrs. Wharrad. Nil 
V. Robinson. 

PLAY-OFF FOR THEJ. K. BROWN MEMORIAL CUP 

Mrs Ovens (D) bt Mrs. Tunmer (C) + 14. 

WINNER OF THE L. G. W ALTERS LONG HANDICAP TROPHY: Mrs Dwerryhouse. 

DRAW June 1978 

Semi-Final: Mrs. E. Pursey bt Mrs. R. F. A. Crane +11 Mrs. P. Dwerryhouse bt Mrs. R. S. 
Stevenson +1(T) 

Final: Mrs. Pursey bt Mrs. Dwerryhouse +14 

Process 

Semi-Final Mrs. Stevens bt Mrs. Pursey +5, Mrs. Dwerryhouse bt Mrs. Crane +12 

Final Mrs. Dwerryhouse bt Mrs, Stevens +1(T) 

PLAY-OFF Mrs. Dwerryhouse bt Mrs. Pursey +1 (T) 

 

 

 

 

 

Budleigh Salterton 21 -23 September 1979 

(entries 30) (5 Blocks of 6) (3 Hr. Time Limit) (Handicap Singles) 

Block A: P. A. DWERRYHOUSE (12) 3 wins +25 pts, 0) 3 wins pts F. T. Moores (8) 3 
wins +23 pts, J. H. J. Soutter (0) 3 wins +8pts. P.K. Devitt (4½) 3 wins, Dr W. R. Bucknall 
(3) 2 wins Mrs C. W. Marshall (9) 1 win. 

Block B: Dr T.J. Haste (2) 4 wins +32 pts, R. S. Stevens (1½) 4 wins +21 pts, R. A. 
Peirce (8) 3 wins Mrs. E. M. Pursey (9) 2 wins H. E. Ovens (5) 1 win, M Hawthorn (12) 1 
win. 

Block C: H. G. T. Bolton (2) 4 wins Mrs D. Wallace (14) 2 wins B.G. Bucknall (6) 2 wins, 
Mrs D. Exell (10) 1 win, Mrs R. S. Stevens (8) 1 win. 

Block D: E. L. Gardiner (9) 5 wins, Mrs J. H.J . Soutter (7) 4 wins R.A. Simpson (2) 3 
wins, C. Edwards (3½) 2 wins Mrs P. A. Dwerryhouse (11) 1 win, Mrs M. Hawthorn (16) 0 
wins. 

Block E: Mrs C. Bagnall (4½) 4 wins, S. F. Blackler (12) 3 wins F.J. Exell (12) 3 wins, N. 
Morrison (7½) 3 wins, H. G. Drake (2½) 2 wins, Dr C. W. Marshall (9) 0 wins 

 

 

 

 

A Dwerryhouse page 
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March 1980 Annual Luncheon 
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LtoR: [Back Seated] Alex Cunningham, Freda Harding 

Back Row : Betty Moores, John Holt,[crouching] Katherine Holroyde, G Cunningham, Maryan Holt, Jack Packman, 
Fred Moores, Mary Hart, Eileen Collier, [behind whom] Len Sage [to the right] John Haggar 

Front Row: Sylvia Norton, Grace Graham, Kathleen Togni, Valerie Collier, Dick Packman 

 

 

Golf Croquet 1980 
LtoR:  

Freda Harding 

Mary Kirke 

Lesley Kirk 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf Croquet 1980 
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LtoR: 
Grace 
Graham, 
Dick 
Packham, 
Mary Hart, 
Jack 
Packman, 
Eileen 
Collier and 
Freda 
Harding  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Annual Luncheon 
1981 
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Fund Raising 
GALA DAY JUNE 1982 
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Robert Case 

Michael Davis 

Aline Davis 

“Fun & Games” at the Garden Party 1982 
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1983 
Robert 
Case’s 
90th 

Birthday 
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1983 
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Golf Croquet in 1983 
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1 John Hatherley 
2 Maryan Holt 
3 Mary Kirke 
4 John Holt 

5 ‘G’ Cunningham 
6 Bernard Langley 
7 Grace Graham 
8 Sue Rawkins 

9 Gwen Hewitt 
10 Dick Packman 
11 Stan Hewitt

 

Len Sage 
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1983 AGM – Mrs Elsie Corbett presenting the Club Trophies 
 

The Corbett Spoons 
presented for the first 
time – 10 and under Iris 
Dwerryhouse 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 and Over 

Elsie Kitchener 

 

 

 

 

 

Connie Verity co-winner with John 
Hatherley of the Golf Croquet 
Doubles Salver 
In picture Katherine Holroyde – 
Tournament Secretary 

Also Joan & Alan Reid who for a 
number of years ran the Military 
Whist afternoons for the Croquet 
Section during the winter. 
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Philip Dwerryhouse receiving the Sidmouth Croquet 
Club Cup. 

From ’71 – ’83 given for ‘service to the club’. This 
was the last time the cup was so presented. 
 

 

 

 

Michael Davis receiving the 
Sidmouth Croquet Club 
Handicap Doubles Challenge 
Cup in partnership with Robert 
Case whose right hand is on 
the twin Doubles trophy – 
The Sidmouth Croquet 
Challenge Cup 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Toye 

winner of the Belmont Cup 
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1984 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric Kitchener – David Rawkins – Bernard Clark – Cliff Taylor – John Toye 

John Hatherley – Joanne Good – Marrianne Holt – May Stephenson – Len Sage 

1984 
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1985 
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Sidmouth Club Players feature in away events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1985 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 
shows Philip & Iris receiving the ‘Sussex Trugs’ the National Veterans’ 
Doubles Trophy [at Southwick] 
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Our most famous member 1986 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Humphrey’s medals and mallets were loaned in 1997 to the C.A. 
to form part of the CA Centenary Exhibition at Wimbledon 

Humphrey in 
retirement at 

home in Colyford 
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Golf Croquet Tournament v Budleigh Salterton 

 

 

 

1986 

LtoR: Budleigh – Budleigh – Gwen Hewitt – Buzz Palmer 

LtoR: Buzz Palmer (Sid) Derrick Derge [B.S.) - Gwen Hewitt (Sid) – Joy Derge (B.S.) 
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Preparing Tea LtoR: Freda Harding – Linda Kitchener 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Gwen Hewitt, 2 Esme Owen3 Derrick Derge 4 Arthur Ward. 5 Don Barwick, 6 Ted Owen, 
7 Fred Moores, 8 Katherine Holroyde 
 
 

Tournament Tea 
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SPECTATORS! 
LtoR 
 
Freda Harding 
Linda Kitchener 
John Hatherley 
Allan Harding 
Eric Kitchener 
Michael Davis 
 
 
 
 
 

PREPARING FOR A TOURNAMENT in 1986 
LtoR 

Jack Jeeves 
Sheila Scarr 
Len Sage 
John Hatherley 
Phillip Dwerryhouse 
 
 
 
 
 

A GALA AFTERNOON in the 1980s  
 
LtoR 
Esme Owen 
Joan Goode 
Len Sage 
Ted Owen 
? 
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A CROQUET LUNCH IN THE ROYAL GLEN HOTEL IN THE 1980s 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Gwen Hewitt, 2 Muriel Rose, 3 Mary Ward, 4 Arthur Ward, 5 Joan Ward, 6 Hilary Hatherley,7 
John Hatherley, 8 Eric Kitchener, 9 Linda Kitchener, 10 Gordon Wilcox, 11 Jane Wilcox 

VISITORS AND PLAYERS IN OPEN TOURNAMENT AT BUDLEIGH IN 1980s 
 

 

 

 

LtoR 
 
Mary Hardman 
Iris Dwerryhouse 
Katherine Holroyde 
Eric Kitchener 
Phillip Dwerryhouse 
Pat Tunmer (Budleigh) 
(Tournament Manager) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

28 

B.B.C. VISIT TO SIDMOUTH INITIALLY FOR SONGS OF PRAISE 1986 
 

1 Robert Case, 2 Sheila Scarr, 3 Katherine Holroyde, 4 Reg Peirce, 5 Cliff Michelmore (B.B.C.) 
6 Bill Scarr, Others B.B.C. Personnel 
 

 
 
 
 
 

August 1986 
The T.V. presenter being introduced by Reg Peirce to the 
pleasures of Croquet. 
Michelmore was in Sidmouth in connection with a “Songs of 
Praise” programme. 
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LtoR: Jack Reeves, Eric Kitchener, Sheila Scarr receiving the Sidmouth Challenge Cup [One of the AC Doubles 
Cups aka ‘The Colclough Cups’] from Mrs Mabon, Jack Jeeves waiting to receive the ither Colclough Cup 

1986 
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1986 
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Budleigh May ‘87 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 1987 
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Short Croquet started in 1987 Open Tournaments. 
From 1989 played for a trophy ‘The Dorothy Toye Cup’ presented by Leslie 
Toye 
This tournament abandoned after 1995 tournament had been held. Lack of 
entries from other Clubs despite extensive publicity effort had made the 
tournament an internal competition only, which hardly justified the necessary 
work for the groundsman 
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LtoR: Jack Reeves, David Rawkins, Alan Harding, Cliff Taylor, Len Sage 

Sheila Scarr, Sue Rawkins, John Hatherley, Joan Goode, Michael Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1987 
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Interesting to remember the Handicapping system 
before the Automatic one was adopted in 1992. A 
great many clubs did not have the luxury of a C.A. 
handicapper. 

Iris Dwerryhouse’s appointment as such in the 
1980s was of inestimable value to Sidmouth 
players.  
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Sheila is still (in 1993) a member, and has in memory of bill donated 2 seats to the Cub. 
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May 1989 – Budleigh Week 
LtoR Ted Owen – John Hatherley – Mary Hardman – Leslie Toye 
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X With various 
partners, he won the 
Sidmouth Open 
Handicap Doubles in 
1933 (as cat. Stone) 
and after the war 
break (as Major 
Stone) he won in 
1950, 1953, 1954, 
1955. 

He also in 1953 won 
the Belmont Cup, 
which until 1956 was 
used as an Open 
Tournament trophy. 
 

 

C 
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Prize winners at Budleigh Salterton (L to R): Christine Bagnall (Budleigh’s Chairman); Richard Brand (winner Oliver 
Bowl); John Haslam (winner of Longman Cup); David Croker (winner of Colman Cup); Mick Tompkinson (winner of Y 
event) Michael Davis (winner of Stone Cup); Dennis Moorcroft (Manager) 

Aug 1989 
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 April 1990 The Club receives the Apps-Heley award for the second time. 

Iris Dwerryhouse (Chairman) receives the plaque from J. W. Solomon President of the C.A. 
In the grounds of the Hurlingham Club, Mary Hardman, Iris and Philip Dwerryhouse 
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Pat was Section Secretary in 
1968, and Chairman 1971 – 75 
when he moved to Budleigh. In 
October 1990 at the section AGM 
he presented the trophies for the 
Club Tournaments. 
From May ’91 the High Bisquers 
trophy for the May Budleigh 
Open has been the Pat Tunmer 
Cup presented by his wife 
Elizabeth. Its runner-up in its 
first year was Gwynneth Dart & 
Elizabeth said she was sorry it had 
not gone to Sidmouth. In 1994 
Brian Smith did bring it to 
Sidmouth, and in 1995 Ted Owen 
won it, with Rowland Henderson 
runner-up. 
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Players and Spectators at Budleigh August 1991 
Peter Dart, Iris Dwerryhouse, Gwynneth Dart, Mac Dawson, in foreground 

In background Bill Ovens, Olga Ragg, Michael Davis 
[Picture taken looking into the old Mid-Pavilion replaced by the Gill Needham Pavilion in 2019] 

 
 
 
Tony also won a Bronze Award (First time break of 10 hoops or 
more using bisques) *Only one other member of the Club has won 
an award – Eric Kitchener, who holds a Silver Award (Sept. 
’88) (1st break of 12 hoops(all round0 without bisques) 
* Stop Press: at the May Budleigh Open (19930 Mac Dawson 
won a Silver Award 
 
 
 

AUGUST 1991 
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1 Derek Caporn, a long-standing member of the C.A., with vast experience in tournament management, 
was both player and C.A. ‘observer’ in the first (1992) tournament. He recommended strongly that Lawn 1 
needed drastic remedial treatment were better class players to be attracted to the Open Tournaments: and 
his written statement was influential in persuading the Club to fund a complete relaying of Lawn 1 in the 
Spring of 1993. 
2 When the Croquet Association launched its 'Four. Lawn' Fund, it was agreed that any donation of more than 
£100 should be acknowledged in a special way. 

2

1
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Mr. S.S. Townsend was one such donor; and the C. A. asked that his name should be recorded as having helped 
towards the grant and interest-free loan allocated to Sidmouth in 1991. 

Now living in retirement at Westward Ho in North Devon, he was for 40 years an active Association member. He 
edited Croquet from 1957 to 1964 and the Fixtures Book for 12 years after that. He was Chairman of Council 1970-
72, and Since 1982 has been a Vice President of the C. A.  

He was for. many years an ‘A’ class player and his match memories include the name of Humphrey Hicks. 
A plaque recording Jim Townsend’s name was put in the Humphrey Hicks corner in the Pavilion. His 
daughter visited the Club in 1995 at his request and was very pleased to see ‘his’ lawn and to view the 
plaque. (He died only 2 months later) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Philip had won the Stone Cup in 1982 

 

Aug.1992 
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Spring 1993 

Re-laying Lawn 1 
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Spring 1993 

Re-laying Lawn 1 
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Philip Dwerryhouse cuts the tape to open the re-laid lawn 1. An inaugural doubles match was then played 
by committee members plus the President; ‘Chairman’s Cherubs v President’s Peelers’ 

May 1993 
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LtoR: Bob Callingham, Betty Hills, Rowland Henderson, Iris Dwerryhouse, Michael Davis, Tony Dustan-
Smith, Esme Owen, Gwen Sims, Peter Montomery, Philip Dwerryhouse, Vera Henderson, John Webber, 
Mary Hardman 

HISTORICAL NOTES ABOUT CUP DONORS 

[Drafted c1992 / 3] 

THE DOROTHY TOYE CUP 
 
LESLIE TOYE, with his family, joined the Club in 1980. He presented this cup in memory of his wife Dorothy He is a 
Grade 1 coach. 
 
THE DAVID RAWKINS CUP 
 
DAVID RAWKINS and his wife Sue were Club members from the early 70s until 1992, his 90th year. He was 
Secretary in 1975 and from 1976 to November 1980 was Chairman of the Croquet Section.. 
 
THE FORTFIELD CUP 
 
JOHN HATHERLEY joined the Club in 1983. He was a Grade 2 coach and a referee, and is currently in his second 
period of office as Chairman. During his first Chairmanship the present Lawn 3 was re-laid, the entire expense being 
met by voluntary contributions from within the Croquet Section. 
 
THE DWERRYHOUSE CHALLENGE CUP & THE DEVONIA CUP 
 
PHILIP & IRIS DWERRYHOUSE bath joined the Cricket Club in 1961 and have been dedicated workers for the 
wellbeing of the Club ever since. Iris started playing croquet in 1968, and soon after was more often on than off the 
Croquet Committee. From the end of 1980 to the end of 1983 she was Chairman, and again 1989 to 1991. She also 
in 1988 held the post of S. W. Federation Tournament Secretary. During her second time as Chairman the Apps 
Heley Award was given to Sidmouth for the second time; and the 2 half-lawns were re-laid, becoming the present 
Lawn 2, and making Sidmouth an official 4 Lawn Club. This status provided the facilities for hosting in 1992 the first 
Open Tournament to he held since 1956 with Iris as Manager and Secretary. 
Philip had for 7 years been Tennis Chairman, and started playing croquet in 1974. He was the Main Club Secretary 
for 6 years, and is now in his 5th year as Club President. 
Both Iris and Philip are referees and Grade 1 coaches. 
BELMONT CUP 
 

(died 1997) 
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MRS. A. CARROLL who presented this cup, wintered in the 1930s in the South of France, but spent her summers at 
the Belmont Hotel. There is no record of her having won any croquet trophy, but she must have been interested in 
the game. Brian Fitzgerald, whose family used to own the Belmont, remembered her well.  
 
 
 
THE FERMOR ROSE BOWL & THE ROBERT CASE SHIELD and TANKARD 
 
FRANCES FERMOR was widow of Sir Lewis Leigh-Fermor FRS, a well-known geologist, and lived in Sidmouth with 
her brother ROBERT CASE, himself a widower. Robert was a keen croquet player and from 1980 to 1983 a 
dynamic Secretary of the Section. He invented the Shot game. In 1988 he died while playing the game he loved. He 
was 95. 
After Robert's death Frances played croquet less often, but she was a generous benefactor to the Club. In addition 
to the Rose Bowl and other minor gifts, she gave the small pavilion on Lawn 4 as well as the corner shelter on that 
same lawn; and asked that monies collected in memory of her brother be used to purchase a Shield and a Tankard 
for the Shot game competition. She died in 1990 aged well over 90. 
 
SIDMOUTH CROQUET CHALLENGE CUP [used as one of Doubles trophies) 

Hall-marked 1914 
The only winner’s name on this cup is that of Col. Beamish, 1953, who, as Lt. Col. Won the Belmont Cup in the 
1930s. Note interesting letter from Katherine Holroyde. 
 
*SIDMOUTH CROQUET CHALLENGE CUP (presently not in use) 

Hall-marked 1922: presented April 30 1923 
 
Both these cups were presented by DR. W. COLCLOUGH. 
Dr. Colclough was on the Club subscription list in 1908, and Club minutes show that he was on the Croquet sub-
committee in 1909 and the Grounds sub-committee in 1924. 
In May 1922 Club minutes read "Proposed by Mr. Stokes and seconded by Mr Sampson that a letter of thanks be 
sent to Dr Colclough for his handsome offer to either give back the Cup he won at Croquet or present a new one for 
competition but, that in the event of no Tournament or the Club ceasing to exist the cup be returned to the Donor or 
his heirs". 
 
It looks as though Dr C. gave back a Cup and also presented a new one - generosity indeed. He was certainly a 
keen and active member of the Section as for the Open Tournaments held in 1924 & 1925 he acted as Manager. 
 
*The only name of winner on this cup is that of Col. Beamish, 1954, who as a Lt. Col. Won the Belmont 
Cup in the 1930s. Note interesting letter from Katherine Holroyde [below] 
 
THE CUNNINGHAM SALVERS 
 
MRS 'G' CUNNINGHAM joined the Club in the mid-70s and was a member till 1985. During this time, she did a spell 
of service on the Committee, and took special interest in and concern for the game of Golf Croquet. 
 
THE CORBETT SPOONS 
 
MRS ELSIE CORBETT and her husband came to Sidmouth in 1968/69 to retire. They had lived in Australia for 
nearly 30 years and there she learnt to play croquet. 
The Sidmouth club had just started to re-form and only 2 people could play, so Elsie was a great asset as a teacher 
with Mrs Michelmore. Elsie served, on the Committee and was a loyal supporter of the club. She was also an 
anonymous benefactor of £2000. When she resigned in 1987 through age and health, she moved to Cedar Shade 
and died in 1991 aged 90. 
 
THE CANTON TROPHY 
 
Colin Beaumont-Edmonds and his wife are social members of the club and when this trophy came into their 
possession, decided that its most appropriate home was with the Croquet Section. 
Its known history is as follows: : - purchased at a country house auction sale in Kent by Colin’s parents, (date of 
purchase unknown,) it was presented by them to the Folkestone Croquet Club. When this Club was disbanded the 
trophy was returned to the Beaumont-Edmonds family. One can only assume that the country house had been the 
family home of a diplomat, maybe, who had served in Canton in the 1880s. 
What a pity we shall never know. 
 

          Her name appears in the Club minutes of the AGM held on April 20, 1931 as one of 
the 82 members present. 

from 1981 second (see section minutes 
Sep ‘80 
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THE HUMPHREY HICKS CUP 
Presented by his god-daughter, Mrs Hilary Mabon, in 1986 

[These notes have been updated and are to be found in the Club’s ‘Catalogue of Trophies’ 2023] 

 

 

 

 

 

A much improved 
Lawn 1 at the end 
of its first season 
and towards the 
end of Sidmouth’s 
first Weekend 
Open Tournament. 
Manager Mac 
Dawson in play, 
while Stuart Orr 
(Plymouth) 
enjoys the beer. 

Sept 1993 
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LtoR: Mac Dawson, Eric Kitchener, John Webber, Ted Owen, Clifford Walker, Tony Dustan-Smith, Les 
Toye, Rowland Henderson and Peter Dart 

Esme Owen, Katherine Holroyde, Gwen Sims, Peggy Webber, 

Jon Hatherley 
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Concentration 
And 

Tactics! 
Sidmouth 

Short Croquet 
Tournament 

May 1994 
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May 1994 
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Beth 

& 

Eric Horne 

 
 

 

 

 

September 1994 

June 
1994 

Eric Horne renovated the antique seat which originated from ‘The Duchess of Devonshire’ when she went 
aground on Sidmouth beach. The work took many months but it is now in its usual place on Lawn 1 
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South West Federation Golf Croquet July 1995 

 

 

 

 

 

A Singles Final 

 

Winner 

Eric Kitchener 

 

Runner-up 

Peggy Webber 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Singles Semi-final  Eric Kitchener v Tony Dustan-Smith 
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Prize Winners: Mary Goodhart, 
Robert Callingham, Alison Thursfield 

(Manager Iris Dwerryhouse) 

Sidmouth Open Tournament June 1995 



 

61 

 

August 1995 

This page & opposite – Hugh & Ingrid Read invited members to view their award winning (Britain in 
Bloom) garden 
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Visitors’ 
reports on 
Sidmouth 

Tournaments 
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Reg Peirce, an active member and referee till his resignation in 1996, had much 
success in the late 70’s. He was winner of the Belmont Cup in 4 successive years: 
1977 – 80; won the Challenge & Gilbey Gilbey Goblet. A C.A. trophy, in 1980, 
and was runner-up in 1981 and his Budleigh cuttings [overleaf] show a number of 
familiar names. 



 

65 

 



 

66 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila Blenkinshop and Sue Rogers 

Winners of the Golf Croquet Doubles 1996 
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Back row: Jonathan Coombs, David Clarke, Les Toye, Brian 
Smith, David Baldock 

Front: Sheila Blenkinshop, Vera Henderson, Tony Dustan-Smith, 
Barbara, Toye, Sue Rogers 

Les & Dorothy Toye won the Corbett Spoons, Tony Dustan-
Smith won the Humphrey Hicks, Belmont and the Doubles 

 

 

 

 

X Sue was also the winner of the club’s 
C.A. Centenary Knockout Competition 
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Back row from left: Brian Smith, David Baldock, Hugh Read, 

Front: Elaine Woodward, Jonathan Coombs, Esme Owen, Ingrid Read, and Richard Clark 

 

[Note: Richard Clark holds a bottle of wine which was for the short lived* 14pt Handicap 18 & Over competition. This 
removes the lingering doubt, during the recent 2022/23 Club Trophy Catalogue update, that there was a trophy 
similar to that, now redundant, SCC 14pt High Handicap Tournament Goblet. 

*1997 & 1998 and 2010 &2011] 
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Looking to the Future (Herald) 

The Centenary AGM of the C.A. held on 18 Oct.1998 
John Solomon’s comments on 100 years of Croquet 
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Sidmouth June Open Tournament 1999 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Judson (High Wycombe) 
Winner of the David Rawkins Cup Graham Dodd (Sidmouth) & Jeremy Marshall 

(Kingston Maurward) Finalists in the Handicap section 
Graham Dodd - winner 
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Self advertisement – Why not! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


